Human immunodeficiency virus infection and renal failure.
Renal manifestations are an important component of HIV disease. Renal disease significantly contributes to morbidity and mortality in patients with HIV. Great progress has been made in identifying specific glomerular lesions and its pathogenesis. Newer antiretroviral agents offer great promise in preventing renal disease and also in patients with established HIVAN. Survival of patients with HIV and ESRD (irrespective of cause) who are receiving RRT continues to improve over the years. Acute reversible renal failure, a preventable complication, is also declining in hospitalized HIV patients. More and more physicians, who in the past were reluctant to care for patients with HIV and renal failure because of grim prognosis, are now becoming familiar with the renal sequelae and are encouraged by recent favorable results. As knowledge about viruses is expanding, the proper use of newer highly effective antiretroviral and other agents in complicated patients should further improve both the survival and quality of life in patients with HIV infection and renal disease.